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Air date

changed
Due to a network
schedule change,
the “America’s
Most Wanted”
program featuring
local teacher Jed
DuBose will air on
Saturday, Dec. 12.

Home again
The Wildcats will
get home field
advantage tonight in
the fourth round of
the Class AAAAA
state high school

football playoffs
see page 1B

Check out the
Tribune & Georgian
online at
tribune-georgian.com

ALso INSIDE

OBITUARES 2A
OPINON 4A
UpPcomING EVENTs  BA
SPORTS 1B
PeopLe 5B
ReLIGIoN 7B
CLASSIFIEDS 9B
LEGALS 11B

Tribune &

Georgian

PO. Box 6960,

St. Marys, Ga.
31558

Volume 108, No. 97
24 pages ® Two sections
tribune-georgian.com

© 2009, Tribune & Georgian,
Community Newspapers Inc.

84264100003

SP

SERVING CAMDEN COUNTY, GEORGIA SINCE 1894

Tribune & Georgian

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2009

Cisco sold, but stations will not reopen yet

By ELLEN ROBINSON
Tribune & Georgian Staff

While officials were dis-
appointed that Cisco fuel
stations will not reopen im-
mediately after being sold at
auction on Tuesday, they are
still considering the sale a
positive step.

The sole bidder for the
businesses on Tuesday was
the current note holder, Al-

abama businessman Michael
Nicholson, who bid $17.3
million. Keating said he be-
lieves Nicholson’s intention
is to sell the businesses
rather than reopen them.
“There were others who
were interested in one of the
businesses, but they were
being auctioned as a three-
business package. But this
action clears up the lien and
title issues, which clears the

way for it to be sold,” said
David Keating, Camden
County Joint Development
Authority director. “This
makes the businesses more
marketable to potential buy-
ers.”

Keating says the busi-
nesses can be marketed to
potential purchasers now
without strings attached.

Prior to Tuesday’s auction
on the courthouse steps in

Woodbine, a prospective
buyer would have had to
commit to not only purchas-
ing the three properties as a
package, but also would
have been obligated to pay
more than a quarter-million
dollars in back taxes. One of
the conditions for purchas-
ing the businesses at auction
was to pay the county and
cities the taxes owed to
them before the doors could

Weekend

be opened to customers.
According  to  Mike
Fender, county finance di-
rector, the auction on Tues-
day will have a profoundly
positive impact on the
county’s current funding
shortfall. The back taxes on
the property were estimated
at $281,000, which is nearly
the amount the county

See AUCTION, paye 12A o

Complex
will add
196 units
to city

By Emily HEGLUND
Tribune & Georgian Staff

‘Those traveling between St. Marys
and Kingsland may have noticed that
the landscape is changing — and fast.

Brant Creck Apartments, a 196-
unit complex, is rapidly being con-
structed across the street from
Saturday Park in St. Marys. The de-
velopment was on the city’s
water/sewer waiting list for years and
was finally issued a building permit in
July.

“Tom Purdie, developer and owner
of the Jacksonville, Fla.-based
Springfield Capital, said he learned of
the need for local multi-family hous-
ing several years ago.

“We spent some time a couple of
years ago talking to people in the
area,” Purdie said. “Everyone said
that there wasn’t enough housing in

See PROJECT, paye 12A o

Christmas

By SusaN Respess
Tribune & Georgian Staff

Saturday’ agenda at the St. Marys
waterfront is total merriment, and
one of the broadest smiles will be on
Alton Dixon’s face.

Its his third Christmas in the Park
party from noon to 8 p.m., and he’s
expecting several thousand guests at

White Lighting

SANTA CLAUS SPEAKS with 5-year-old St. Marys resident Kaley Lakotta during the St. Marys White Light-
ing Ceremony on Tuesday. Lakotta rode briefly in the Clauses’ horse-drawn carriage as it made its way
down Osborne Street to the waterfront. (Tribune & Georgian photo/Emily Heglund)

in the Park offers free family fun

Howard Gilman Memorial Park.

He wasn’t out to prove that there
is a free lunch, but on this day there
will be. In fact, it’s free everything for
children and families who want a full
day of sheer fun.

“This isn’t your typical festival,”
said Dixon. “There are no vendors.”

Instead, there are homemade
games, a Santa visit and stocking

giveaway for 1,700 children, a Gin-
gerbread House contest and holiday
cookies, kids’ crafts to make, dancing
and music performances and a sun-
down, outdoor movie with hot
chocolate and popcorn.

The Camden County Antique
Tractor Club will be pulling wagons
for hayrides. And all of it is a gift to
the community. No wallets required.

“It started when I wanted to give
memories to my children, something
that was free, that families could af-
ford,” said Dixon, who has three
children, Skyler, 12, Sadie, 10, and
Dayler, 7. He and his wife, Wendy,
thought up the idea of handing out
stockings in the park three years ago

Young rider, horse combine
for gold-medal performance

By ELLEN ROBINSON
Tribune & Georgian Staff

William Sylvester says the
first-place medal he won
during this year’s Special
Olympics State Horse Show
belongs as much to the horse
he rides as it does to him.

“When I won, I looked at
Indy (a white quarter horse)
and I told her, ‘you did this,’
but then she looked at me
and she was saying ‘no, you
did it,”” said 12-year-old
Sylvester, who was diagnosed
with autism two years ago.

His father, Ken Sylvester,
says he has seen dramatic im-
provements in his son’s devel-
opment ever since he began
working with Indy three years
ago in a therapy program at

She's a great
horse, but just
like me, she
makes mistakes
sometimes, too.

William Sylvester
Horseback rider,
about his horse, Indy

the Lighthorse Learning
Center in Kingsland.

“He really started coming
out of his shell about two
years ago after we imple-
mented a regulated diet that
is low in sugar and chemi-
cals. The combination of this
change and working with
Indy has helped him make

unbelievable changes,” Ken
Sylvester said.

William Sylvester says he
relates well with Indy, and
that she has helped him
make friends.

“Indy has horse friends
and she’s friends with other
people too. She’s a great
horse, but just like me, she
makes mistakes sometimes
too,” Sylvester said.

Thanks to the donations
made to the Lighthorse
Learning Center, Sylvester,
his father, Indy and a small
team of support staff traveled
to the Special Olympics

See PARK, paye 10A o>

State Horse Show in Perry WILLIAM SYLVESTER, A 12-year-old St. Marys resident who
was diagnosed with autism two years ago, won first- and
second-place medals at the Special Olympics State Horse
Show in Perry held in late November. Sylvester accredits
Indy, his favorite quarter horse, for his success. (Special to

last month. This year was

Sylvester’s first year to com-

See STATE, paye 10A o
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The Tribune & Georgian is to publish a pictorial history of Camden County including photos from the
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Here comes Santa

photos/Emily Heglund)

SANTA CLAUS WAVES at parade-goers Tuesday dur-
ing the St. Marys White Lighting Ceremony. A horse-
drawn carriage carried Santa and Mrs. Claus to the
waterfront where the couple lit the city Christmas
tree. Ava Lasley, 17 months, was equally enthralled
with the Christmas-light reindeer. (Tribune & Georgian

Auction:

County to
receive its
back taxes

m continued from 1A

needs to stabilize the 2010
budget shortfall.

“Even after adopting more
budget cuts on Tuesday, we
were still about $200,000
shy. We are hoping this alle-
viates that shortfall. Another
good aspect that will come
from this is when the sta-
tions are reopened, that will
immediately help in the
[Local Option Sales Tax]
revenues for the county and
the cities,” Fender said.

According to Fender, the
three Cisco fuel stations lo-
cated off two interstate exits
generated nearly $4 million
annually in sales tax rev-
enues for the county. Special
Purpose Local Option Sales
Tax (SPLOST) funds have
been suffering from the clo-
sure of the fuel stations also
April 2008.

“This is good news for
taxes and it’s good news for
the jobs that will hopefully
follow when the stations are
finally sold and reopened,”
Fender said.

The Cisco fuel stations,
located off Exit 1 and Exit 6,
have been entangled in liti-
gation ever since the state
closed them in early 2008,
when an investigation began
into charges accusing the
former owner Fairly Cisco
and his partners of defraud-
ing customers and paying off
state inspectors. They were
recently indicted on 14
criminal counts by a federal
grand jury.

A civil lawsuit by the busi-
nesses’ customers is also
pending.

Asecond owner p 1

Project: St. Marys
development is not

Section 8

m continued from 1A

St. Marys and Camden
County. Even as times got
worse and the market condi-
tions fell, we still felt this was
going to be a need.”

The complex is not subsi-
dized or low-income housing,
though the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) and Federal
Housing  Administration
(FHA) are involved in financ-
ing the construction.

Roger Weaver, St. Marys
planning director, said Brant
Creek will be open to anyone
able to afford the rental rates.

“It is market-rate housing,
meaning the rent will be setat
what the market will support,”
Weaver said. “Itis not Section
8 [housing].”

Purdie spent several years at
No. 2 on St Marys
water/sewer  waiting list,
which was compiled in the
mid-2000s when the city’s
treatment plants were almost
at capacity.

More than a dozen devel-
opers signed up to receive fu-
ture capacity, though many of
those projects were later
scrubbed, Weaver said.

“Some of the devel on

housing

schedule at the time the de-
velopment was placed on the
water/sewer  waiting  list,
Weaver said. Purdie and his
staff completed environmen-
tal, traffic and market feasibil-
ity studies before the building
permit was issued.

“The [Georgia Department
of Transportation] had to ap-
prove the traffic study,” he
said. “The nice thing about
having traffic lights on either
end is that it pulses the traf-

Construction is happening
so rapidly, Weaver said, that
his inspector has been on site
almost every day examining
the site prep, electrical wiring,
plumbing and framing work.

“He's keeping up with
them,” Weaver said. “He’s
checked all the roof, every-
thing.”

According to a market fea-
sibility study conducted in
2008 by a North Carolina-
based-consulting firm, de-
mand  for  multi-family
housing in St. Marys will see
strong growth over the next
five years.

“Based upon the demand
estimates, the subject prop-
erty should be fully absorbed
and at stabilized

the list stuck with us,” hg said.
“Some of the projects went
away. Brant Creek was one of
those projects that kept mov-
ing forward.”

The city charged tap fees
equivalent to those on the fee

within 15 to 18 months of thu
completion of construction,”
the study states.

Contact assistant editor Emily
Heylund at (912) 882-4927 or
emily@tribune-yeoryian.com

‘CONSTRUCTION IS FLYING on the three-story apartment
complex going in across from Saturday Park in St. Marys.
The Brant Creek Apartments will be market-rate, which
means rental rates will be controlled by market forces. The
Web site, which is also under construction is www.brant-
creek.net (Tribune & Georgian photo/Emily Heglund)
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|
| Sunday, December 6, 2009
2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

View beautifully themed trees,
while enjoying music, cookies, |
cider, and even Santa Claus! I
|

Join us for a festive afternoon! |
4695 Charlie Smith, Sr. Hwy.

St. Marys, Georgia

(912) 673-7713
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115 Altama Connector | (912) 267-6551
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Hinesvil
W Banorpe v 191218773088

TN Macon st 0121427538
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BlackBerry® Tour™

smartphone

59950

after $70 mail-in rebate,
activation & 1-yr. Smart rebat
Choice Pack agreement. 1-yr. Sma

Swainshoro
2265, Main St | (478) 2372172

Shop at a participating retailer.
Equipment & promational ofersat these
Iacaiions may vary
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Shrncel 12 25,07,

esup Wireless  (812) 275-7531
Sesup Wireles | (3121275 a00)
Jesup Wireless | (912) 342-7245

Statesboro
 University Commons Shop Ctr. | (912) 489-6300  Darien

Darien Celular | (912) 437-4339

For Business & Government Accounts call 1-866-WLS-BIZZ or visit alltelbusiness.com

after $100 mail-in

e, activation &
t Choice

Pack agreement.

FREE'

LG 8575 Touch

“after $50 mail-in rebate, activation &
“yr. Smart Choice Pack agreement.

¥ lltel

wireless

alltel.com 1-800-alltel-1

Hinesville

Sylvania
One-Stop Wireless | (912) 408-0111 Jule’s Specialtes | (912) 564-2644

Josup Warrenton

Duncan Comm. | (912)427-0297 The WIZ | (706) 465-2510

Jesup Wireless | (912) 830-7200

Mettor In Partnership wuh Bullach

Wireless Communications |(912) 695-3377 Planters and Pin
Telephone Ennpelatwes

Sandersville

Waddell & Co. | (478) 5530700

Statesbor

One Stop Wieless | (121482255

Quik Connect | (912) 7642133

the businesses and reopened
them for a short time before
they were permanently
closed in April 2008.

Contact assistant editor Ellen
Robinson at (912) 882-4927 or
ellen@tribune-yeorgian.com
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